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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF SACRED 
LITERATURE. 



THE BIBLE STUDENT'S READING GUILD. 

The subject to be studied by members of the Bible Student's Reading 
Guild, (The Founding of the Christian Church), together with the list of books 
for the year, has already been announced. The division of the material into 
portions according to the month in which each portion is to be studied, will 
be helpful to those intending to take up the work. This division will be as 
follows : 

October. The Beginnings of Christianity, chaps, i, 2, 3, 4. In the Time 
of Jesus, chaps. 1, 2, 3, 4. Essay (1) How Rome Governed the Provinces. 
(2a) Roman Jurisdiction in Palestine. (2b) A Roman Provincial Trial. The 
Biblical World — Introduction to the Acts. 

November. The Beginnings of Christianity, chaps. 5, 6. In the Time of 
Jesus, chaps. 5, 6, 7, 8. Records and Letters of the Apostolic Age, Part I. 
The Apostolic Era (corresponding chaps.). Essay (3) The Jewish Dispersion 
of the First Century. The Biblical World (articles to be indicated). 

December. Records and Letters of the Apostolic Age, Part II. The 
Apostolic Era (corresponding chaps.). Essay (4) The Conversion of Saul. 
The Biblical World (articles to be indicated). 

January. Records and Letters of the Apostolic Age, Part III. The 
Apostolic Era (corresponding chaps.). Essay (5) The Transition from Judaism 
to Christianity, and from Judaic Christianity to Universal Christianity. The 
Biblical World (articles to be indicated). 

February. Records and Letters of the Apostolic Age, Part III. The 
Apostolic Era (corresponding chaps.). The Biblical World (articles to be 
indicated). 

March. Records and Letters of the Apostolic Age, Part IV. The 
Apostolic Era (corresponding chaps.). The Biblical World (articles to be 
indicated). 

April. Records and Letters of the Apostolic Age, Part IV. The 
Apostolic Era (corresponding chaps.). Essay (6) The Rome of Paul's Day. 
The Biblical World (articles to be indicated). 

May. Records and Letters of the Apostolic Age, Part V. The Apostolic 
Era (corresponding chaps.). Essay (7) Saul's Personal Experience as a Factor 
in his Theology. The Biblical World (articles to be indicated). 

June. Essays : (8) The Personal Characters of Peter, Paul, and John, 
as effecting their special work ; (9) The Theology of Paul and John Com- 
pared; (10) The Christianity of the First Century. 
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310 THE BIBLICAL WORLD. 

The material in The Biblical World will consist of analyses and intro- 
ductions to the Acts and the different epistles, and articles of a general 
character appropriate to the topic of the month. It will be seen in the above 
arrangement that no biblical work (/'. e. from the Bible itself) will be assigned 
for October. It is first necessary to get oneself into the spirit of the apostolic 
times by a study of the surroundings and conditions of life in that period. 

Chapter Meetings. — It is believed that while the books and articles should 
be carefully read by each member of the Guild for himself, much interest 
can be added to the work by meetings for discussion of the readings. It is 
not necessary that these meetings should be conducted by a minister, or Bible 
teacher. They may be exceedingly informal, but the contact of mind with 
mind helps one to settle his own convictions, and stimulates thought on the 
part of all. Members are therefore urged to band themselves together in 
Chapters. Ministers would find an intelligent nucleus of listeners around 
which to group congregations, if a Chapter could be formed in every church. 

The following topics for Chapter meetings in October are suggested : 
i. Some original elements in Christianity. 

2. The essential relation of Christianity to Judaism. 

3. The extent and power of the Roman kingdom at the death of Jesus. 

4. Some characteristics of the Roman law. 

5. The influence of Greek and Roman culture on the spread of Chris- 
tianity. 

6. Motives and methods of travel and international intercourse. 

7. Some facts concerning the dispersion of the Jews at the time of Christ. 

8. Some characteristics of the Homeric theology. 

9. Ideals of life as found in the classic Roman literature. 

10. Sacrificial motives and customs of the classic heathen nations. 

11. Greek and Roman notions concerning death and a future life. 

12. The attitude of Judaism toward the pagan religions by which it was 
surrounded. 

13. The daily life of the Jews compared with that of the Greeks and 
Romans. 

14. The political government of Palestine in the time of Jesus. 

The Chapter should be provided with a good map of Palestine and a 
map of the Roman Empire in Paul's day. Constant reference should be 
made to these maps when they can be of service in making clear any topic. 

In selecting topics for a meeting, care should be taken to choose such as 
will make a harmonious and helpful group. 



GENERAL INSTITUTE NOTES. 



Attention should be called to the new publications upon the list of books 
this year prescribed for the Reading Guild. Many who do not wish to read 
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the entire course will be glad to avail themselves of the Records and Letters 
of the Apostolic Age by Professor Ernest D. Burton, and also of the ten 
American Institute Biblical Literature Essays. 

The first work contains an entire analytical outline of the Apostolic Age 
in seventy-nine sections, and the New Testament text itself in the revised 
version arranged and printed in full according to this outline ; also an appen- 
dix, explaining and justifying this arrangement. 

The essays, as will be seen from the titles, deal with special phases of the 
life and thought of the Apostolic Church and its environment. They can be 
obtained only through the Institute. 



The work which was begun in Australia last year is to be continued on a 
larger scale. Already material for two thousand students in the Club course 
has been ordered for the three colonies engaged in the work. 



Many in the Sunday Schools have become interested during the present 
quarter in Old Testament History. There are doubtless some among these 
who would like to take up the same subject in a more thorough manner. The 
Institute provides a correspondence course in that most interesting period 
from Samuel to Solomon. The method of work employed in this course is 
one which, once acquired, may be applied by the student to all historical study 
of the Old Testament, and will be invaluable to him. 



The " Institute " held at Howell, Mich., under the joint conduct of Mr. C. 
W. Votaw and Dr. Charles F. Kent, was a marked success. This Institute 
may properly be called a school, as it has continued for two years under the 
same instructors and already the third year has been announced, and the 
same teachers invited to return. The school is held under the auspices of 
the County S. S. Association and is largely attended by S. S. workers. 

An " Institute " will be held in Ann Arbor October 5-9, under the auspices 
of the Bible chairs. The lecturers will be Professor Ernest D. Burton, and 
Rev. H. L. Willett, both of the University of Chicago. 

The general themes will be, 1. The six generally accepted Epistles of 
Paul, by Professor Burton, and, 2. Old Testament History, by Mr. Willett. 

The specific subjects will be as follows : 1. (a) Present Status of Criticism, 
(b) Study of first Thessalonians. 2. The Letter to the Galatians. 3. First 
Corinthians. 4. Second Corinthians. 5. The Letter to the Romans. 6. Phil- 
lipians. 7. Testimony Respecting the Life of Christ. 8. Testimony Respect- 
ing the Life of Paul. 9. The Christianity of Paul. 

From the Old Testament : 1. Abraham the Patriarch. 2. Moses and the 
Exodus. 3. Joshua and the Conquest. 4. Deborah and the Judges. 5. 
Samuel, Prophet and Reformer. 6. Saul and the Early Monarchy. 7. 
David, King and Psalmist. 



